Nest Shading

The West Crete Turtle team put shading around the turtle nests leading towards the sea to help the hatchlings head in the right direction as soon as they leave the nest.

Unfortunately nests can be laid by turtles in areas where the hatchlings can be disorientated and head towards bright lights.  These can be street lamps, hotels, tavernas, security lights etc.

If the hatchlings do not head directly towards the sea, they have very little chance of survival.

The hatch normally occurs at night so the hatchlings should be attracted to the light of the moon and stars reflecting in the sea.  If the hatch happens during the day the shading prevents the hatchlings from overheating if they take a long time getting over the sand and pebbles.

The shading is a simple system of wooden posts with slits cut in them and fixed at the top with a single screw.  Beach mats are used between the posts.  These are the normal thin reed beach mats, usually made in China, that are sold in tourist shops and hotels for use on the beach.  Tourists rarely take them home, during the season they are left in bins, hotels or on the beach when the tourists leave.

The beach mats are cut lengthwise, to get 2 strips out of each mat; the edges are sealed with tape.

A shallow trench is carefully dug around the nest and towards the sea.  The posts are then pushed into the sand or pebbles at approximately 2 metre intervals.  The posts closest to the nest are inserted very carefully, without banging them in, so the nest is not disturbed.  The beach mats are then inserted in the slits in the post and tightened in place with the screw.  Sand and pebbles are then packed up against the sides of the beach mats to ensure they remain stable.

A small trench is dug from the nest to the sea, ensuring there are no obstructions in the way.

We have found the shading system stands up to strong winds, and can occasionally be covered by he sea and still remain intact.
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