Nest Excavation
The West Crete Turtle team record the date the each nest hatches and this will be shown on the Nest Summary on this web-site. 

Ten days after the nest has hatched it is excavated.  All the team members are informed by email prior to the excavation.

Experienced members of the team meet at the nest site at 6.00 pm to excavate the nest.  It takes place in the evening so the hatchlings are not subjected to the midday heat.  Usually only 1 nest is excavated per day as they may take some while for the hatchlings trapped in the nest to get to the sea.  It is not a good idea to excavate nearer dusk as the hatchlings blend into a stony beach very well and could easily be trodden on.

There are various reasons to excavate the nest.

There may be hatchlings trapped in the nest, due to rocks or other obstructions that stop them getting to the surface.  The hatchlings can live under the sand for this time, breathing the air that comes through the sand.  If they are not helped to the surface they will die in the nest.

An experienced team member gradually digs away the sand being careful to place all live hatchlings in the trench that leads down to the sea.  The hatchlings are shaded by helpers on the way down the beach and they are lightly sprinkled with sea water to encourage them on their journey.  The hatchlings need to walk around 25 metres to help the development of their muscles which aid their breathing.  If a hatchling is taken straight from the nest to the sea it will drown.

The hatchlings should not be touched on their journey to the sea as people may well have sun-tan lotion or other cream on their hands; neither should flash photographs be taken as their eyes are very sensitive.

Once the live hatchlings from the nest excavation are on their way to the sea, an experienced team member will count all the eggs in the nest, report on any eggs that haven’t hatched and measure the depth of the nest.  All the information is passed on to Archelon, so that they have a complete picture of all the turtles nesting in Greece.  The beaches from Tavronitis to Kolimbari are a small part of all the work carried out in Crete by Archelon.

The nest, tracks, trench, shading etc are then cleared away, so there is no trace left on the beach a turtle has nested.

Hopefully in 20 to 25 years time one of the hatchlings that has been saved during the excavation will make its way back to the same beach, lay eggs and start the cycle all over again.

