Nesting Attempts

There are 4 different stages that a turtle goes through to lay her nest, here they are described in order. The arrows indicate direction of travel.
1. Swim

This is where a turtle is testing the sand – the pit is roughly level, and has a ridge of sand along either side. 

2. Body Pit

This is where a turtle is lowering her back end down to the wet firm sand. The pit is deeper, and has a steep cliff at the rear, and a shallow rise to the front (the turtle uses her rear flippers to remove the sand).


3. Egg Chamber

This is where a turtle creates the hole that holds her eggs. She uses alternate rear flippers to dig out the chamber. If the Egg Chamber has collapsed, this looks very similar to a Body Pit – however, sometimes you can see two small piles of sand that the turtle has kept hold of whilst digging.
3. Nest
After the turtle has deposited her eggs in the Egg Chamber, she will cover them up using the sand she keeps hold of, then, whilst moving forward, will cover a large area around the clutch. The turtle throws sand behind herself, this is called a camouflage. The pit that is seen here, is steep at the front, you can often make out where she has swept sand with her front flippers..
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