Morning Survey Instructions (Hatchlings)

· Check EVERY nest. Look for dips in the sand. After rain or an inundation the sand should be “scrunched” above the nest to de-compact and aerate it.

· Check that the cages have a big enough gap at the bottom for hatchlings to get out.

· Destroy all sand castles and holes in the sand that may trap hatchlings.

· Maintain and/or repair all nest shades.

REPORT:

1 New tracks/nests

2 Hatchling tracks and possible disorientated hatchlings.

3 Nests that are beginning to dip. 

4 Any inundations/washes by high tides (the sea can be rougher during hatching season than earlier on in the season): 

a) If the sea has passed over the front 2 corner stones of a nest it has been washed. 

b) If the sea has passed over all 4 corner stones of a nest it has been inundated and a measurement is taken from the back legs of the cage to the high tide mark.

Recording hatchling tracks – 8 categories:

To the sea.
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Disorientated to the sea.
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Disorientated and lost.
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Disorientated and dead
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Helped to the sea.
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Lost.
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Dead.
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Re-buried.
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What to do if a hatchling is found surfacing from a nest or is still partially submerged: 

Don’t shade the nest (this can stimulate hatching).

Don’t touch the hatchling/s.

Don’t blow on the nest or add water.

Don’t walk around the nest (this can stimulate hatching).

DO sprinkle dry sand over the nest to prevent overheating.

What to do when hatchlings are found on the beach:
Record all tracks in morning survey book. 

Always shade hatchlings from sun on their journey to the sea.

a) Live, but disorientated hatchlings:

Make a barrier between the hatchling and the back of beach and dig a trench in the sand in front of the hatchling to guide it towards the sea.

b) Live, but exhausted hatchlings: 

Wait to see if the hatchling/s make it to sea on their own. Tap sand or gently blow behind the hatchling/s to stimulate movement. If that doesn’t work, sprinkle a drop of water on head/s.

If there is still no movement, bury the hatchling/s in 15 - 20cms of wet sand and cover with dry sand so they may emerge again the next night. Place a headstone stone 15 cm behind the reburied hatchling/s with the number reburied, their nest code and the date to avoid confusion the following morning. 

Remember that hatchlings are wild animals and may be frightened of you, never come between them and the sea - hatchlings must always be able to see the sea. 

Do not crowd the hatchlings and always move very slowly around them. Do your best to have no contact with them at all.

When a nest hatches for the first time:

Write an H* on the cage sign along with the hatching date. 

For example, H* 01/08/2008.

Also write H* on the headstone along with the hatching date. Follow the procedure for recording hatchling tracks. 

Measure the distance to the sea and record this in the MS book.

Record the hatch date in the MS book on the page the nest was originally found and at the back of the book on the nest code sheet.

When an unmarked (UM) nest is found, the same procedure for finding a nest is followed with a few differences:

Record the nest in the MS book as an unmarked (UM) nest. Take measurements to three permanent points and to the water line. Give the nest a code without a number, e.g. P__UM and put in place a cage and head stones. Corner stones are not required for unmarked nests. 

Write the date of the hatch on the head stones and on the cage sign. Over the next few days observe the nest for any activity.

Only upon the second hatch (even if it is only one more track the following day) is the nest given a number. The full nest code can then be written on the head stones, the cage sign, in the MS book and on the sheet at the back of the MS book.

If an (UM) nest fails to hatch again for a second time, continue to observe it for ten days. After ten days it can be excavated to confirm there was no nest.

